March 20, 2014

CBI STANDS WITH STUDENTS, ALUMNI TO SAVE WRAS
Since its inception, College Broadcasters, Inc. (CBI) has sought to foster, support and expand student-run
broadcasting operations on campuses across the country. That is why CBI College Broadcasters, Inc.
stands with the students and alumni of WRAS-FM involved in the recent announcement of an
agreement between Georgia State University and Georgia Public Broadcasting. This agreement allows
Georgia Public Broadcasting, not students, to control the programming of WRAS 88.5 from 5 a.m. to
7 p.m. daily. Students at the station are, understandably, opposed to this agreement, as well as the
secrecy in which it was developed.
CBI’s commitment is to student broadcasting. While partnerships with professional broadcasters can
provide some benefits to students, nothing can replicate the experiential education offered to students
who control their own student media outlets. Therefore, we cannot support any deal or this agreement
that takes student broadcasting out of student hands. We cannot support a deal or arrangement
affecting student broadcasting that is made without student input or discussion.
Frank LoMonte of the Student Press Law Center submitted a letter to GSU President Mark Becker, which
may be found on the Student Press Law Center site here. The Georgia State Signal student newspaper’s
editorial on the matter may be read here.
CBI urges our member stations to read both student and non-student media coverage of this matter
and show their support for a student-run WRAS. For more information, visit savewras.com.
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College Broadcasters Inc. represents students involved in radio, television, webcasting and other related
media ventures; ensures a commitment to education and the student pursuit of excellence through
active involvement in electronic media; promotes cooperative efforts between the association and
other national, regional, and state media organizations; facilitates the discussion of issues related to
student-operated electronic media; and other community oriented programs. CBI currently represents
more than 200 active radio and television member stations.
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